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connection with a textbook, but is now designed primarily to be used alone 
as the basis of instruction. Two chapters which appeared in former editions, 
— -"Capacity of Parties," and "Impairing the Obligation of Contracts," are 
omitted because they relate to topics ordinarily treated in law schools in courses 
on Persons, and Constitutional Law. All the changes in the present edition 
seem improvements over the second edition, and the omissions and compres- 
sions make the book more than a hundred pages shorter than the previous 
edition, although the matter contained in it is greater. We are still of the 
opinion that the original plan of the book was seriously defective in exclud- 
ing English cases, and we have regretted the popularity of Sir William Anson's 
arrangement of topics in the Law of Contracts, which is that adopted, since 
the inclusion of the personal defenses of mistake, misrepresentation, fraud 
and duress, under the heading of "Reality of Consent," in connection with 
the formation of contracts, is likely to lead to misapprehension of the nature 
of these defenses. Nor do we think the best grasp of illegal contracts can be 
obtained by considering the topic under the headings of "Legality of Con- 
sideration" and "Legality of Object," and regarding both these as necessary 
elements for the formation of a contract. A contract may exist and be en- 
forceable by one party which is both illegal in its object and its consideration. 
These matters, however, are not appropriate for criticism of the present 
edition, but rather of the original treatise. S. W. 
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This book deals with questions which arise when an alien dies in the United 
States, and a consul claims the right to have a voice in administering upon 
the estate. The questions depend upon the construction of many treaties; 
for the treaties are far from uniform and many of them give privileges described 
as those "of the most favored nation," thus causing the investigator to search 
among all treaties in existence. As to the administration of estates, treaties 
giving consuls wide powers are those with Argentine, Paraguay, and Sweden; 
but the provisions of these treaties and of others are somewhat vague and con- 
flicting, and hence require careful examination. This book gives the text of 
the pertinent passages of the treaties, then gives abstracts of the decisions of 
State courts, — including apparently some probate cases not reported else- 
where, — then discusses Rocca v. Thompson, 223 U. S. 317 (1912), then gives 
a form for a consul's application for the issuing of letters of administration, 
then comments on the "most favored nation" clause, and then concludes 
with a discussion of the nature and extent of the treaty making power. The 
book has neither a table of contents nor a table of cases, and thus it is not very 
easy to handle. Besides, it carries with it the burden of being apparently the 
outgrowth of something like a brief in favor of rights claimed in behalf of 
Austria-Hungary under the "most favored nation" clause. Yet it is a careful 
piece of work, and it breaks usefully the ground of an important field too 
slightly cultivated heretofore. 
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1 See this issue of the Review at page 570. 
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